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Nearly thirty years after the height of the AIDS epidemic in the United States, when there was not yet hope for 
a cure and when it was at its most grim, there remains an aging group of gay men who are confounded in their 
grief. When AIDS appeared, their sexual behavior was linked with illness and death further contributing to their 
sense of precarity and their experience of alienation. By 1995, AIDS was the single greatest killer of men in 
America ages 25-44 but with the introduction of protease inhibitors, survivors of this devastating period, 
including those who are HIV+, are often isolated and left to endure a complicated grieving process. Reinforcing 
the alienation associated with AIDS, there is paucity of psychoanalytic literature interrogating grieving 
experiences of individuals from stigmatized groups, such as gay men. In addition to the AIDS related focus on 
loss, this award winning paper brings in the concept of the apres-coup and how it can be applied to the 
historical situatedness of gay men.  Since psychic space for gay men is often foreclosed, ways in which this 
may be addressed are discussed and implications for the analytic relationship are considered.  Tripp Reed, 
LICSW will follow with a presentation of clinical material related to the paper and Steven Kuchuck, DSW will 
discuss both the paper and clinical material.   
 

Learning Objectives: 
 

At the conclusion of this conference, participants will be able to: 
1. Describe why the current psychoanalytic literature fails to provide an adequate description of the 

unique grief experiences of individuals from a stigmatized group, such as gay men post AIDS.  
2. Discuss the effect of the selfobject milieu on the mourning process of gay men. 
3. Discuss ways in which the foreclosed psychic space of gay men might be reopened. 
4. List examples of how and why aging gay men are confounded in their grief. 
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This conference is appropriate for clinicians at all levels of experience and  
offers 3 CEs. This is an in-person conference located at 3133 Connecticut Avenue, Washington, DC 20008 
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About our presenters: 
 

Robert Benedetti, PhD is a licensed clinical psychologist and psychoanalyst in private practice 
in Washington, D.C. He received his certificate in contemporary psychoanalysis from the 
National Training Program in Contemporary Psychoanalysis (NTP) — National Institute for the 
Psychotherapies (NIP) in New York, New York. He has served as Co-Director of Curriculum 
and is a Training Committee member and Consulting Faculty member of the NTP. He is on the 
Executive Committee and is a Faculty Member and Supervisor in the Psychoanalytic Training 
program at the Institute of Contemporary Psychotherapy and Psychoanalysis (ICP+P) in 

Washington, D.C. He became Chair of psychoanalytic training at ICP+P in 2025. He recently published a Book 
Review of “The Unconscious: Contemporary Refractions in Psychoanalysis”, edited by Pascal Sauvayre and 
David Braucher. He has an article that will be published in Psychoanalytic Inquiry entitled, “My First 
Psychoanalytic Encounter: But, Almost 40 years After It, I Decided to Become A Psychoanalyst Anyway.” The 
paper upon which his presentation is based today: “Gay Men: Loss, Grief, and Mourning and the Reopening of 
Foreclosed Psychic Space” won the 2025 Ralph E. Roughton Award for best paper on Gender and Sexuality by 
the American Psychoanalytic Association. 

Steven Kuchuck, DSW is former Editor-in-Chief of Psychoanalytic Perspectives, where he 
currently serves as Senior Consulting Editor, Past President of  IARPP,  faculty, NYU 
Postdoctoral Program in Psychotherapy and Psychoanalysis, NIP National Training Program, 
and other institutes. His book, The Relational Revolution in Psychoanalysis and 
Psychotherapy, has been translated into numerous languages, and he won the Gradiva 
Awards for best book of 2015; Clinical Implications of the Psychoanalyst’s Life Experience and 
2016; The Legacy of Sandor Ferenczi: From Ghost to Ancestor (co-edited with Adrienne 
Harris). His most recent book, The Workbooks of Masud Khan: Diary of a Fallen 
Psychoanalyst (co-edited with Linda Hopkins) is published by Karnac Books. 

Tripp Reed, LCSW is in private practice in Washington DC. His early social work career 
included becoming a Certified Addiction Counselor and working for many years on inpatient 
psychiatric units. All were dual diagnosis or trauma specialty units, fueling a special interest in 
co-occurring substance abuse and trauma. A two year Gestalt training program became 
a  springboard toward years of somatic training.  Tripp's introduction to Self psychology in the 
1990's led him to join ICP+P. It was a pathway into an analytic way of working that appealed 
to him.  As an out gay man in a professional world that has not been open or fair to gay men 
he's committed to remain openly true to himself modeling the same for patients, friends and 
colleagues. Tripp graduated from ICP+P's first Couples Training and has been on the faculty 
of ICP+P's psychotherapy training, now called CAPP, since 2011. He is not currently teaching 

in that program but continues to provide supervision. The sabbatical from teaching is so he can devote more time 
to playing the flute. Tripp currently performs in a queer centric, straight musicians welcome, Symphonic Concert 
and Marching Band. 

http://stevenkuchuck.com/writing-editorial/journal
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Registration Form

Name ______________________________________License or Degree_________________________ 

Address____________________________________ City, State & Zip __________________________ 

Email______________________________________ Phone  __________________________________ 

Conference Fees 
  Free ICP+P Members 

  Free ICP+P MITs, Emerging Professionals, Graduate Student Members, Fellows, 1st and 2nd Year 

Members 

  $35 Unaffiliated Students  

  $60 International Attendees (Outside US) 

$90 Non-Members 

If you will need reasonable accommodations, please contact our Administrator at administrator@icpeast.org. To request a different 
registration fee, based on your circumstances, you are invited to contact our Administrator at administrator@icpeast.org. 

For more information or to register online, please visit www.icpeast.org/conferences or email icppeast@km-direct.com. 
A refund for cancellation is available up to 10 days before the conference. To register by mail, send this page & payment to: ICP+P, 
3298 Governor Drive, Suite 22270, San Diego, CA 92192 
 

Continuing education credit:  3 Diversity CE/LGTBQ CE Credits available for full attendance. The Institute of Contemporary 
Psychotherapy and Psychoanalysis (ICP+P) is approved by the American Psychological Association to sponsor continuing education for 
psychologists. ICP+P maintains responsibility for this program and its content. ICP+P is approved by the Maryland Board of Social Work 
Examiners to offer Category I continuing education credit. As our CE program receives oversight from a licensed social worker, the CE credits 
we award are highly likely to be recognized by licensing boards in Virginia and the District of Columbia. These continuing education credits 
meet the ANCC standards for nurses. Marriage and family therapists licensed in the District of Columbia, Maryland, and Virginia may submit 
these CE credits to their licensing boards. (Marriage and family therapists in other jurisdictions and licensed counselors should inquire with their 
local Boards regarding continuing education credit.) Attendees from the above professional groups will earn 3.0 CE credits for attending the CE 
activity. Full attendance is required to receive the designated CE credit. ICP+P is accredited by MedChi, the Maryland State Medical Society to 
provide continuing medical education for physicians. ICP+P designates this educational activity for a maximum of 3.0 AMA PRA Category 1 
Credit(s)™. Physicians should only claim credit commensurate with the extent of their participation in the activity. 
Robert Benedetti, PhD, Steven Kuchuck, DSW and Tripp Reed, LCSW, as presenters, and the planners have informed us that they do not have 
a conflict of interest and have disclosed that they have no relevant financial relationship with any commercial interests pertaining to this 
educational activity. Additionally, the presenters have been instructed to disclose any limitations of data and unlabeled or investigational uses of 
products during this presentation. This presentation will not contain any references to off-label (non-FDA approved) use of products or devices. 

mailto:madministrator@icpeast.org
mailto:madministrator@icpeast.org
http://www.icpeast.org/conferences
mailto:icppeast@km-direct.com
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Credit will not be granted to registrants who are more than 15 minutes late or depart more than 15 minutes early from a session. Please 
arrive at least 10 minutes before the scheduled start time to allow time to check in. Full attendance is required in order to receive CE 
Credit. 
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